NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES N.C.G.S. § 1-267.1

CHAPTER 1

ARTICLE 26A - THREE-JUDGE PANEL FOR REDISTRICTING CHALLENGES AND FOR CERTAIN CHALLENGES TO STATE
LAWS

N.C.G.S. §1-267.1.

Three-judge panel for actions challenging
plans apportioning or redistricting State
legislative or congressional districts;
claims challenging the facial validity of an
act of the General Assembly.
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§1-267.1(a) Any action challenging the validity of any act of the General Assembly that apportions

or redistricts State legislative or congressional districts shall be filed in the Superior
Court of Wake County. Any action that is a facial challenge to the validity of an act
of the General Assembly shall be, unless filed in the Superior Court of Wake County,
transferred pursuant to G.S. 1A-1, Rule 42(b)(4), to the Superior Court of Wake County.

All actions referenced in this subsection shall be heard and determined by a
three-judge panel of the Superior Court of Wake County organized as provided by

subsection (b2) of this section.

§1-267.1(al) Repealed by Session Laws 2023-134, s. 16.21(a), effective October 3, 2023.
§1-267.1(b) Repealed by Session Laws 2023-134, s. 16.21(a), effective October 3, 2023.
§1-267.1(b1) Repealed by Session Laws 2023-134, s. 16.21(a), effective October 3, 2023.

§1-267.1(b2)
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§ 1-267.1(c)

§ 1-267.1(d)
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2 AUTHORITIES

For each challenge referenced in subsection (a) of this section, the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court shall appoint three superior court judges to a three-judge panel of the
Superior Court of Wake County to hear the challenge. The Chief Justice shall appoint
a presiding judge of each three-judge panel. Should any member of a three-judge
panel be disqualified or otherwise unable to serve on the three-judge panel or be
removed from the panel at the discretion of the Chief Justice, the Chief Justice shall
appoint as a replacement another superior court judge. No member of the panel on an
action challenging the validity of any act of the General Assembly that apportions or
redistricts State legislative or congressional districts may be a former member of the

General Assembly.

No order or judgment shall be entered affecting the validity of any act of the General
Assembly that apportions or redistricts State legislative or congressional districts,
or finds that an act of the General Assembly is facially invalid on the basis that the
act violates the North Carolina Constitution or federal law, except by a three-judge
panel of the Superior Court of Wake County organized as provided by subsection (b2)
of this section. In the event of disagreement among the three superior court judges

comprising a three-judge panel, then the opinion of the majority shall prevail.

This section applies only to civil proceedings. Nothing in this section shall be
deemed to apply to criminal proceedings, to proceedings under Chapter 15A of the
General Statutes, to proceedings making a collateral attack on any judgment entered
in a criminal proceeding, or to civil proceedings filed by a taxpayer pursuant to
G.S. 105-241.17.

For the purposes of this section, the position of superior court judge shall include
regular, special, and emergency superior court judges. (2003-434, 1st Ex. Sess., s. 7(a);
2014-100, s. 18B.16(a); 2015-264, s. 1(a); 2018-145, s. 8(b); 2023-134, s. 16.21(a).)

APPARATUS FOLLOWS — DERIVED, NOT ENACTED

Authorities referenced

Every G.S. cross-reference appearing in the text of this section, in order of first

appearance. Nothing is characterized; the operative language is quoted from the section

itself.
REFERENCE APPEARS IN OPERATIVE LANGUAGE IN THIS SECTION
G.S. 1A-1 @) "of Wake County, transferred pursuant to"
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G.S. 105-241.17 () "filed by a taxpayer pursuant to"
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Citation

FULL SECTION

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-267.1 (2026).

PINPOINT

N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-267.1(a) (2026).

Pinpoint keys are set in the left margin of the text rather than line numbers: subsection

designators are stable across editions and paper sizes, line numbers are not.

COLOPHON
Provenance

This document reproduces the text of one section of the General Statutes of North Carolina
from a source file whose SHA-256 digest is printed on every page. The digest fixes the bytes

this export was made from; if the State's file changes, the digest will not match.

The text of the section is unaltered. Subsection designators have been moved from the run of
text into the margin. The amendment history and the table of authorities are derived from the

section by mechanical extraction — they add no characterization of the law.

This is not the official text. The official text is published by the General Assembly of North

Carolina.
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